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it unpleasant at times, even in battle, for those CH.XXVIII
around him to approach him even with informa-
tion.   In spite of this defect he was a most valu-
able officer, and deserves a high place in the annals
of his country.

G-eneral Burnside was an officer who was gener- GeBsid*rn~
ally liked and respected. He was not, however,
fitted to command an army. No one knew this bet-
ter than himself. He always admitted his blunders,
and extenuated those of officers under him beyond
what they were entitled to. It was hardly his fault
that he was ever assigned to a separate command.

Of Hooker I saw but little during the war. I Gen.Hooter
had known him very well before, however. "Where
I did see him, at Chattanooga, Ms achievement in
bringing his command around the point of Look-
out Mountain and into Chattanooga Valley was
brilliant. I nevertheless regarded Mm as a danger-
ous man. He was not subordinate to his superiors.
He was ambitious to the extent of caring nothing
for the rights of others. His disposition was, when
engaged in battle, to get detached from the main
body of the army and exercise a separate com-
mand, gathering to his standard all he could of his
juniors.

Hancock stands the most conspicuous figure of
all the general officers who did not exercise a sepa-
rate command. He commanded a corps longer than
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any other one, and his name was never mentioned    23,1861?
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as having committed in battle a blunder for which
he was responsible. He was a man of very con-
spicuous personal appearance. Tall, well fotmed,
and, at the time of which I now write, young and
fresh-looking, he presented an appearance thathrough Staunton. On the whole,
